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Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill 2008
Minister for Health

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill 2008 (‘the Bill’) is to provide a national law, hosted by Queensland, that will facilitate the first stage development and implementation of the national registration and accreditation scheme for health practitioners (‘the national scheme’).  
2. The Bill is consistent with, and builds on, the Intergovernmental Agreement for a National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for Health Professions (‘the IGA’), which was signed by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) in March 2008.  
3. The national scheme is to be fully implemented by 1 July 2010 and is to initially apply to the following ten health professions: medicine, nursing and midwifery, pharmacy, physiotherapy, dental (dentists, dental prosthetists, dental therapists, dental hygienists), psychology, optometry, osteopathy, chiropractic and podiatry.
4. To implement the national scheme, legislation will be introduced in the Queensland Parliament in two stages.  The first stage (this Bill) will establish the structure for the national scheme as detailed in the IGA.  The second stage (the second Bill) will establish the registration and accreditation functions of the boards and provide for national registration and accreditation of all relevant health professions.  
5. The structure established by this Bill will include the ten registration boards (national boards), the Agency responsible for the operation of the registration scheme, the Agency’s Management Committee and the Ministerial Advisory Council that will provide policy advice to the Ministerial Council.  
6. Cabinet approved that the Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill 2008 be introduced into the Legislative Assembly.


7. Attachments
· Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill 2008
· Explanatory Notes
· Intergovernmental Agreement for a National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for Health Professions 
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